CONNECTED FOR LIFE-The Believer’s Club - Part 3
WE WERE NEVER MEANT TO DO LIFE ALONE

Church, today we continue our series The Believer's Club—a journey that's helping us
understand what it fruly means to follow Jesus, not casually, but devotedly.

This series is shaping us to:
e Grow spiritually through God’s Word, prayer, worship, generosity, and fellowship
e Experience real unity and purpose
e Become a church that transforms lives, families, and our community

BELONGING VS. FELLOWSHIP
Belonging answers the question: “Where do I fit?”
Fellowship answers the question: “Who am | walking with?”

This makes it personal. From Genesis to the early church, God's design has always been
clear: People grow best when they grow together.

Acts 2:42- They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.

This verse tells us something important: Fellowship was not optional—it was a commitment.
The word fellowship comes from the Greek word koinonia, meaning:

e Communion
e Participation
e Sharing

e Deep relational connection

It describes a life deeply connected to God and deeply connected to one another.
WHAT REAL FELLOWSHIP LOOKS LIKE

The early church didn't just share space—they shared life.
They shared:

The same love for God

The same desire to worship

The same struggles

The same victories

The same calling to live for Christ

True fellowship isn’t just sitting next to each other on Sunday. It's participating in one
another’s lives.



When | first got saved, what impacted me most wasn't just the preaching, it was the people
who walked with me, prayed for me, and loved me while | was growing.

That's the beauty of koinonia:
A community fully devoted to Christ and fully devoted to one another.

FELLOWSHIP IS A DEVOTED WAY OF LIFE

Acts 2 says they were contfinually devoting themselves.
e This wasn't casual.
e This wasn't convenient.
e This was intentional.

Biblical fellowship is more than coffee and conversation; it is shared life in Christ.
1 John 3:14 reminds us that love for one another is evidence of spiritual life.

A church can have great preaching, strong worship, and full calendars, but without love
and connection, something essential is missing. Fellowship is not optional for spiritual health, it
is evidence of spiritual life.

HOW DO WE LIVE THIS OUT?
Acts 2 shows us three commitments that keep us Connected for Life.

1. BE PRESENT

Fellowship begins with presence.
e The early church gathered regularly.
e They metin homes.
e They made fime for one another.

The deepest spiritual relationships come through connection, not distance.
Jesus modeled this in Mark 3:14, before ministry, miracles, or mission, the disciples were called
simply to be with Him.

Being present means:
e Showing up consistently
e Making time for spiritual relationships
e Choosing community over convenience
e Keeping conversations healthy, loving, and uplifting

When we choose presence, we move from taking up space to creating space, space for
encouragement, healing, and love.

2. ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER




Encouragement restores strength and renews hope. Barnabas stood beside Paul
when others doubted him, one encourager helped shape the future of the
church.

1 Thessalonians 5:11- Encourage one another and build each other up.

Encouragement looks like:

e Speaking life-giving words

e Praying for one another

e Reminding each other of God’s promises
But fellowship doesn’t stop with words—it moves into action.

3. SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER

Fellowship is proven through support. When Moses grew tired, Aaron and Hur
held up his arms—and victory came because he didn’t stand alone.

Galatians é:2- Carry each other’s burdens...

Ask yourself:
e Who is walking with me?
e Who am | walking with?e

FELLOWSHIP IS PRODUCED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
True fellowship cannot be forced—it is produced by the Holy Spirit.
2 Corinthians 13:14 speaks of “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.”

This kind of fellowship flows from:
e love
e Humility
e Mutual care

Like a tuning fork, when we are aligned with Christ, we naturally come info harmony with
one another.

FELLOWSHIP IS SEEN BY THE WORLD
The early church made an undeniable impression. People didn’t say, “Look at their
buildings,” They said, “See how they love one another.”

Jesus said in John 13:35 that love would be the identifying mark of His disciples.

Love makes the gospel visible, When believers:
e Forgive instead of dividing
e Serve instead of competing
e Care instead of criticizing
e The world sees Christ in action.



That's why | love VOTV—we are a loving church. We walk together, support each other, and
show Temecula Valley what Jesus looks like through love.

The early church was powerful because they were:
Present

Encouraging

Supportive

Loving

This is what it means to be Connected For Life.

But remember: We cannot be fully connected to the body if we are not fully connected to
the Head—Jesus Christ.

e We are better together.
e Stronger together.
e We grow, heal, and walk together.

When we walk with Christ and when we walk with one another, we are Connected for Life.



